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MEET THE ARTIST: KATELYN SACK 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Katelyn Sack is an artist, nanny, and President's Fellow in Politics at the 
University of Virginia. Her poem-paintings, oil paintings, and photography 
have been displayed in approximately 20 Charlottesville businesses or 
galleries. Her recent poetry, fiction, satire, and artwork has appeared or 
is forthcoming in Borderlands:  Texas Poetry Review, the UK Guardian, 
Timothy McSweeney's Internet Tendency, The Science Creative 
Quarterly, Yankee Pot Roast, Demockeracy, Thieves Jargon, Null 
Hypothesis, Word Riot, Divine Revolution Magazine, Opium Magazine, 
The Journal of Recreational Mathematics, Thema, and The Georgetown 
Review. 
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"Coal Tower (Reprise)" 
Oils on 24" x 48" stretched canvas. 
 
Won ÒJudges' ChoiceÓ in the C2d 2008 juried art show at McGuffey Art Center. 
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What does it look like when bells of Ireland ring?  "Flowers and Bells of Ireland" 
Oils on 16" x 20" stretched canvas. 
 
Evokes the music and complexity in a simple flower arrangement. 
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"Nakba'Americana" 
Oils and mixed media on 30" x 40" stretched canvas. 
 
Responds to 9/11 (the American disaster) using the Arabic word for disaster ("Nakba") 
and an Arab illustration technique of placing several frames in one picture to tell a story.  
The top left references Henry Moore's "Tube Shelter Perspective" sans human figures to 
question what war means for civilians in varying contexts today.  The pregnant belly in 
the forefront of the burning towers illustrates the consequences that were heavy in the air 
immediately after al-Qaeda's attacks.  A Hebrew word meant to connote "Goddess" 
marks the door holding a room spilling with light, books, and a laughing newborn – but 
the perspective of the lettering tells us we are approaching it upside-down.   
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"!""# !$%#&'(#" 
Oils on 16" x 20" stretched canvas. 
 
Represents the strong-willed Russian muse in a contemplative profile.  The rich colors 
and thick painting style belie her serious pose Ð just as richly descriptive, highly visual 
language renders Akhmatova's deep sadness a thing of beauty for contemporary 
readers.   
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"Obama Embrace" 
Oils on 16" x 20" stretched canvas. 
 
Recently featured in "The Presidency Illustrated" on Tucson Weekly's blog.   


